
STEPPING UP 
 

We chose the theme for this year’s pledge drive because Stewardship and running a marathon share 
many common characteristics.  Words like priority, personal responsibility, discipline, sacrifice,    
challenging, life changing and even joyful could describe either one.   
 
There is, however, one important difference.  A marathon is a race that all the runners will complete 
in less than a day.   A Stewardship marathon, on the other hand, is not run on a single day or week or 
even year.  A Stewardship marathon is something that takes a lifetime to finish (or to use St Paul’s 
words; “to run the full distance”).   
 
Perhaps “Running this year’s leg of a Stewardship Marathon” would have been a more accurate theme                                                                             
because it would make clear that we aren’t finished running at the end of this year.  In fact, some of us 
may be just starting the race, others may be halfway through and still others of us may be nearing the 
finish line.     
 
Wherever we are on our Stewardship Marathon course, there is one necessary feature of marathon 
training that is very helpful when it comes to reaching our Stewardship goals. During marathon train-
ing you need to increase your endurance by incrementally increasing the number of miles you are 
running until you arrive at a fitness level that will enable you to run the full 26.2 miles.  Making these 
incremental steps challenging but realistic ensures the greatest likelihood of success.  Using this same 
incremental approach in our stewardship giving allows us to gradually build up our endurance/
generosity each year as we continue to run our Stewardship Marathon.  This year we are again asking 
you to prayerfully consider taking another challenging but realistic incremental step in your giving by 
taking the STEP UP Challenge.      

Prayerfully consider taking the STEP UP Challenge to help us meet our financial goals 
  

  

          

Our Congregation's Monthly Giving 
Patterns 

    1   

   
7 

$800-
$999 

  

  
10 

$600-
$799  

  

    
13 

$450-
$599   

  

   25 

$300-
$449 

       Take the Step Up Challenge!                  
Find out where you are on this chart and commit 

to the goal of stepping up by increasing your 
pledge. 

  39 

$200-
$299  

 19 

$100-
$199   

19 $50-$99    

$1-$49  Each step represents the number of households monthly giving at that level. 



                                                                                        CONNECTING 
                                                          

How would you complete the following statement; “I love being part 
of the Westminster Church family because….”. Would it be: 

           

               Because we are a family that prays for and supports each other during our difficult times.  
               Because we are a family that loves to celebrate with each other when we have joys to share.  
               Because we are a family that believes in serving and working together. 
               Because we are a family that encourages growth in our faith journey for all ages. 
               Because we are a family that worships together. 
               Because we are a family that believes in having fun together. 
               Because we are a family that believes in sharing what we can with our neighbors. 
 

Or would it be “Because of all of the above”.   
 

Connecting is the word we use to describe the programs and activities that make “all of 
the above” a reality at Westminster.  The past few years we had to find creative ways to 

stay connected through technology, outdoor activities, and social distanc-
ing as we navigated the realities of Covid.  What a joy it has been this past 
year to reconnect in ways we took for granted three years ago.  We are 
greeting each other and sharing joys and concerns at in-person worship  
services.  We are getting together for committee  meetings and Bible 
studies.  We are gathering in small groups or as a family that fills Boulder 
Hall for fun and fellowship.  Our children came to Vacation Bible Camp 
and are going to Sunday School.  Our Youth are gathering for fellowship 
and are going on Mission Trips.  The Westminster Festival of Fine Arts is 
back.  And we are opening our 
church doors to community groups 

        that need a place to meet.   
 

Like steel forged by fire, Covid made our connections even strong-
er.  Today family members who are not able to attend in   person 
worship can now be part of the worship experience online in real 
time.  People who are unable to attend a committee meeting or Bi-
ble Study can do so remotely with our new technology (thanks 

OWL) making them almost feel like they are in the 
room.  We will continue to look for new opportu-
nities to connect, knowing that a healthy and strong church family is what makes the 
Mission and Ministry of Westminster a reality. 

“Owl Capone” helps 
virtual meetings 

feel more intimate 

Caesar the No-Drama Lama 

Dear Westminster friends & family –  
 

Welcome to the Stewardship marathon. I hope to see you at the pancake breakfast kick-off this Sunday 
and along the race route until our November 20th finish line. You are invited to be a financial supporter 
of the ministry at Westminster Presbyterian Church in the year ahead. 2023 will be a year focused on     
congregational vitality centering our work on the places of energy and life that are emerging all 
throughout the church. 

 

Your 2023 pledge will support:  

• Funding for 4 New Initiatives: 

 Evening of Music and Prayer, a new mid-week worshipping opportunity for all ages with 
the Family team.  

 Funds for the newly formed Events committee, sharing the Westminster space with the  
Salem community to celebrate weddings, community gatherings & special family events.  

 Seed funds for members & friends to try something new or propose a new idea.  
 Director of Community Organizing (.5 FTE) increasing volunteer capacity and mission     

engagement.  
• Upgrades to the website, newsletter and social media for improved communication and easier          

reminders.  
• Meaningful investments into the building, property and physical assets.  
• Cost of living increase for staff as Westminster strives to be faithful as an employer.  

 

This is an exciting time to be a part of congregational life. There is much underway and it is a wonder to 
behold the spirit unleashing the members & friends of Westminster for ministry with one another and to 
the world. 2022 was a year of rebuilding and your steadfast time, talents and treasures made all the dif-
ference. Here is some of what came to life - The return of the art festival, the Christmas cantata, in-
person worship, weekday hybrid meeting capability, 3 youth mission opportunities, the bequest of three 
large endowments, the gift of a new van and 15+ new members. Your steadfast pledging over the past 
year has been exceedingly generous and has paid dividends.  To you we say a hearty thank you.  

 

As Westminster prepares for ministry in the year ahead, I ask you to prayerfully consider how you might 
take part in this joyful act of giving during the 2023 Stewardship campaign.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kelly Wadsworth 

 

Creatively sharing Christ’s love; we welcome, we serve, we grow.  



SHARING 
 

  “The needs we witness will pull us toward love,  
  toward generosity and compassion.” 

 – Father Richard Rohr 
 

We are made aware of needs in various ways.  These include regular communications from our Mission Peace 
Ecojustice committee (MPEJ), 5th Sunday donations, One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) and Peace and Global 
Witness special offerings, youth mission trips, the donation bins for food and clothing, and through special 
announcements. 

 

We respond with love, generosity and compassion by: 

 Budgeting contributions to local nonprofits (including Northwest Human Services, Arches Program, 
Family Promise, and Table of Plenty) and globally through Presbyterian Partnership Giving. 

 Supporting local and worldwide organizations through our contributions to OGHS and Peace and 
Global Witness special appeals. 

 5th Sunday offerings that have included donations ranging from socks to cleaning supplies and food.  
In July there was a special appeal for used furniture donations to Salem for Refugees. 

 Our food collection bins have collected over 1,000 pounds of food for the Table of Plenty food bank. 

 Youth Mission trips (Puerto Rico this year). 

 Our annual school backpack drive and Seasonal Caring Tree 

 Working with Church in the Park’s Safe Sleep Program to  
allow a couple to live in their RV on the Winola House prop-
erty (they moved to Southern Oregon and are employed!) 
and exploring new ways Winola House can serve our       
community. 

 MPEJ committee’s Earth Day Events and Reflections to        
celebrate and protect all of Creation 

 Volunteering at Table of Plenty and other local non-profits. 

 Hosting Bi-monthly blood drives and neighborhood groups in our buildings. 
 

We are a church that cares about our community and those in need 
around the world and believes in demonstrating our love through the      
giving of our time and financial  
support. 

Prepping Winola House for a new purpose 

“Creatively sharing Christ’s love: we welcome, we serve, we grow”. 
Mission Statement of Westminster Presbyterian Church 

 

 

How our Financial Contributions are used to fulfill our Mission 

All Salary, Administrative and Facility Expenses have been allocated into each of the program areas             
represented in the pie chart.  

BUDGET ALLOCATION 
2023 

26% 32% 

23% 19% 



WORSHIPPING 
 

                                                   From the very beginning of Christ’s church, Christians have gathered together 
to study scripture, offer praise and thanks to God, listen to teachers and preachers, break bread together, 
pray for each other and enjoy the fellowship that comes from being with family.  The fact that these basic 
tenets have not changed over the course of many centuries is testimony to the centrality of worship.  It is 

during Worship that we experience God’s presence and grace.  We hear 
the Good News preached by Pastor Kelly and are uplifted by our talented 
and versatile music team.  We are sustained and strengthened by the 
presence of our church family as we greet each other, pray for each other 
and celebrate with each other.  All of this prepares us to face our daily 
challenges and to bear witness to Jesus Christ.        
 

Worship truly is the heart of Westminster, providing energy and purpose 
to each one of us as we strive to carry out the Mission and Ministry of our 
church.  Because worship is so central in the life of our church, it is often 
the first experience a visitor will have with Westminster.  By making it a 
welcoming, meaningful and uplifting 

experience, we are ensuring that all who attend will feel they are part 
of a loving and welcoming church family.  

 

While we continued to worship together as a church family during the 
restrictions of Covid (thanks to dedicated, creative and talented staff), 
it was a blessing to gather together again in person to worship, sing, 
and share our joys and concerns.  We enjoyed God’s beautiful   Crea-
tion by worshipping outdoors. And now, of course, we are thankful for 
the new technology that allows both members and visitors to join us 
online in real time when they can’t be with us in person.  With the leadership of our Pastor, our music 
team, our office staff and with the help of numerous volunteers, we can be confident that worship will 
continue to be central to the life of our church. 

               GROWING 
 
                  Growing in faith, discipleship, and spiritual growth describe 
the purpose of programs and activities that encourage and support our 
efforts to be Christ-like (Ephesians 4).  At Westminster we provide a variety of opportu-
nities for both individual growth, and growth together as a church family.   
 
Our spiritual journey begins with our baptism and continues throughout our lifetime.  

This journey includes programs we are familiar with, designed for specific age groups: 
 

 Sunday School and special events for our pre-school and 
elementary school children.   

 A vibrant and active youth program for our middle 
school and high school youth that includes meeting 
weekly for fellowship and Bible study, Mission trips (to 
the Oregon Coast and Puerto Rico this past year) and 
City Camp during the summer.   

 Bible study groups, adult forums such as the fall Peace-
ful Practices Workshop, and opportunities for individual 
meditation offered by home devotionals and the annual 
prayer labyrinth provide growth opportunities for 
adults.   

 There are also intergenerational programs that seek to 
foster spiritual growth for our entire church family.  The 
opening night of this year’s City Camp had both adults and Middle School youth coming together 
to view and discuss a documentary screening and the Night of Music and Prayer offers a time of 
fellowship and praise for families.   

 This summer and fall we began the process of exploring the possibilities of becoming a Matthew 
25 church as we met to learn about the three pillars that make up that initiative: Building        
Congregational Vitality, Dismantling Structural Racism, Eradicating Systemic Poverty.   

 
While these past few years have been challenging, they have also offered us new opportunities.  Technol-
ogy improvements have allowed those unable to attend Bible studies or adult forums to be present on-
line in real time.  New leadership has encouraged us to explore new possibilities.  What has not changed 

and what will always remain the priority is to provide programs 
and activities that     
affirm our core        
commitment to        
support spiritual 
growth for each one of 
us.        

Celebrating the start of kindergarten 

Women’s Bible Study Mission trip to Puerto Rico—

Helping after Hurricane Ian 


