
 

 

 

The mission of Westminster Presbyterian Church is to embody God’s purpose in Jesus Christ by          
reflecting and actively sharing God’s love within a dynamic community for all God’s creation through         

worship, education, development of faith, service and fellowship. 

 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 - 3rd Week of Advent 
Rev. Lorne Bostwick 

Scripture:  Matthew 11:2-11 
Sermon:    “What Are You Waiting For?” 

  SCHEDULE OF SERVICES   

  8:15 AM  Traditional Worship  

  9:45 AM  Contemporary Worship 

11:15 AM  Traditional Worship 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES—TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH 
     

     5:00 PM:  An intergenerational service for families with younger children. 
 

     7:00 PM:  A Contemporary service with music and readings. 
 

     9:00 PM:  Christmas Eve Festival Service of Worship with Candle lighting.  

 

 

December 11, 2019 

CONTENTS: 

2.........From The Pastor 

3-4.….Congregational Life 

5…..….Participate 

6…..….Christmas Updates 

7……….Calendar 

8-9…..Looking at 2020 

10.……..Prayer List 

11.………Staff 

Westminster Presbyterian Church  3737 Liberty Road S.  Salem, OR  97302 (503) 364-3327    www.salemwestpres.org 

THE WESTMINSTER CHURCH FAMILY 

IS INVTED TO OUR 

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

“O Come, Let Us Adore Him” 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH AT 4:00 PM 

 

Join us as our children share the true meaning of Christmas 

Refreshments Following 

O Come, Let Us Adore Him 



 

 

2 Dear Friends — 
 As soon as Christmas celebrations are concluded, and we move into the new 
year it will be a short sprint to Lent which begins on February 26th with Ash  
Wednesday.  This year we will be creating an Advent devotional to help us journey 
through Lent.  We want all of you to be part of that.  On January 5th there will be a  
signup sheet in the Narthex where you can take one of the Lectionary passages and write a devotional and short 
prayer to accompany it that will help us walk together thorough Lent to Holy Week.  There will be instructions on 
how long the devotion and prayer can be because we have a book format into which they all must fit.  Just a few 
minutes of your time preparing a devotional can mean that we all share the journey together.  Thanks for  
anticipating this and being ready to sign up in January.  
 If you haven’t heard yet, the Session approved the Mission Study and sent it to the Presbytery’s  
Commission on Ministry who also approved it and gave Westminster Presbyterian permission to elect a Pastor 
Nominating Committee (PNC).  A Session meeting has been called to begin the process of placing names in  
nomination to serve on that Committee.  These nominees will need to broadly represent the congregation and 
know its ministries well enough to be good spokespersons for the congregation when talking with candidates. 
They will need to be people who know how to work well together, cooperate, dialogue, and follow agreed upon 
selection processes that will help in the discernment process.  They also have to be seasoned collaborators,     
capable of negotiating from their personal ideas to a shared and common place where all can reside together in 
unity.  Now that’s their job description, the rest of us are called to prayer! 
  So, here is a little bit about the PNC will be doing, once elected.  First, they will read the Mission Study 
and create a Mission Information Form that answers certain questions and selects criterion that will be used to 
match pastoral candidates with churches who have similar interests. That will also be approved by the Session 
and the Commission on Ministry.   
  What is new about this form is that the PNC will describe the demographics of the church, the pastoral 
position for which we are searching, qualifications required, skills desired, and salary range.  In addition they will 
answer 5 narrative questions (less than 1500 words each) about the congregations vision, sense of call, emerging 
needs in the church and community, how the pastor will help meet these mission goals, and outline the specific 
tasks, assignments and program areas the pastor will have responsibility for.   
  This last question leads to the creation of a job description for the pastor which the PNC will create in 
collaboration with the Personnel Committee and will finally be adopted by Session.   
 The next step is to upload the Mission Information Form to the Vocational Agency matching site where 
candidates can see it.  Soon after it is posted, a batch of Personal Information Forms (PIF) from candidates will be 
matched by the vocational agency and sent to the PNC.  Other candidates may self-refer if they think they would 
like to talk to the PNC but were not matched with the church by the Vocational Agency.   
 Once the PNC has an agreed upon process to use in reading and ranking the PIF’s they read, they will 
begin the sorting process, putting in one pile candidates they are interested in talking with and those they are 
not.  
 Then telephone or video conference calls are set up for a first interview.  Sometimes as many as 15     
candidates will be interviewed.  The process is narrowed through these interviews to a few they want to interview 
in depth and face-to-face.  Arrangements are made to host candidates for several days and during that time 
those candidates will also meet with the Presbytery to be approved for membership in the Presbytery, should 
one of them be called by the PNC.  
  This is a discernment process.  PNC ’s make their best judgements regarding a candidate’s match and 
call to this church but candidates also make their independent choices.  This can be frustrating to get toward the 
end only to find that the candidates took other calls or didn’t feel a call to the church.  Sometimes we have to 
start again and interview more candidates.  This is why it is so hard to predict how long the process will take. 
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God saw the great needs of the world and offered 
the perfect gift of Jesus Christ. By being with us 
through this perfect gift, God has shown us how 
to help those in need. Our gifts to the Christmas 

Joy  Offering share our love with the leaders of our Church – past, present, and future. 
Please consider giving generously now through December 22nd, and know that if we all do a 
little, it adds up to a lot.                            God is with us. – Matthew 1:23  

  Once a call has been made and a candidate is ready to accept a call, that candidate will be 
brought to Westminster to preach and you will receive biographical information about the candidate.  A 
congregational meeting will be called for that day of preaching and the congregation will vote to elect that 
pastor or not.  Sometimes if candidates receives a majority vote, but there is a significant no vote, the   
candidate may decline the call.  This rarely happens if the PNC has done their work well.   
  All of this needs to be bathed in prayer by the congregation.  Prayer is much more effective than 
pestering the PNC to hurry up.  So off we go on the second half of the transition process.  
  
ADVENT REFLECTIONS: Matthew 3:1-10 
 I’m writing this reflection between the 1st and 2nd Sunday of Advent, looking forward to the Choir 
Cantata., which will take the place of the sermon. The typical Repentance theme of the second Sunday of 
Advent will be lost from our journey this year.  Can’t say I’m unhappy to be spared preaching on John the 
Baptist’s cry against the clergy (Pharisees and Sadducees) when he calls us a “Brood of Vipers!”   
  In Bible study last week we considered this text and I’m actually convinced, by careful study, that 
even religious institutions who become allied with rulers and centers of power, can retreat to the             
wilderness, away from the seats of power, lavish living, and ignorance of the poor, to be reclaimed  by 
baptism for the righteousness of God.  
 Advent is a kind of retreat from the ordinary norms of our lifestyles to sit with John the Baptist in 
the wilderness where we are in solidarity with those cast out by the powers that be.  And we can sit with 
Mary and Joseph, not in the inn where the privileged stay, but in a stable where the baby king is born.   
  If we cannot sever our ties with privilege how can we go to the places where God seems to hang 
out?  John the Baptist quotes Isaiah 40:3, “A voice cries out; In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord…”.  
 Isaiah goes on to say “Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill be made low, the 
uneven ground be made level, and the rough places a plain, And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed; 
and all flesh shall see it together.  People came from Jerusalem and Judea into the wilderness to confess 
their sins and be baptized.  Even Pharisees and Sadducees (the institutional clergy who had close ties to 
the Roman Government) Matt. 2:3-4, came to be see John in the wilderness where they were baptized to 
repentance.   
  We should never forget that a part of the Advent journey is repentance.  Even clergy have to     
repent and reclaim their allegiance to God and the quest for righteousness.  
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Congregational Life 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  
COMMUNION PREP  

 

The Worship Committee is in need of  
assistance in the preparation or the  
communion elements, setting the  

communion table, and clean-up after 
the communion is completed. If you can  
provide this assistance, please contact   

Kenn Battaile, at: 
knbatt@hotmail.com or (503) 364-3128. 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
        It’s that time of year again! If you 
are the head of a committee or  
involved with any other group  within 
the life of Westminster, please have 
your annual report to the church 
office by the last week in December.  

In the Clerk’s Corner 
Session Meetings over the last three months have been primarily        
directed toward preparation for a Pastoral Nominating Committee 
(PNC). Now that our Mission Study is complete and approved by the Presbytery of the           
Cascades Commission on Ministry (COM), we are preparing to elect the members of the PNC. 
In addition to work on the Mission Study, there were several motions to be considered,          
discussed and voted upon.  

Session accepted restated Articles of Incorporation for WPC. 
Session entertained a discussion regarding our budget for 2020. 
Session agreed to fund extra musicians for our Christmas Eve service. 
Session has been charged with formulation of a new building use policy. 
Session received recommendations for new Deacons and Elders for election in 2020. 
The communion schedule for 2020 was presented. 
A decision was made to purchase a new fire-proof cabinet to store financial records. 

As always, please feel free to ask questions of your Elders, Clerk or Pastor at any time. 
-  David Turner, Clerk of Session 

BEAVERS WIN AGAIN! 
      

         The Beavers did it once again, they won West-m's "Civil" Civil War with 460 pounds 
of  food for Table of Plenty.  The Ducks followed with 371.3 pounds , and the 'Don't Give 
a  Hoots' finished with 222.4  pounds.  This totals 1053.7 pounds of food delivered, weighed. 
and shelved for the folks who need some nourishment during the winter weather.  
 Thanks to the congregation for joining in this great mission of feeding the hungry!! A 
Joyous Christmas to all, and Ducks we do need to get our tail feathers a bit more in gear  
next year!! 

 

 

WESTMINSTER BOOK CLUB 

January 22nd, 2020  

The club will not meet in      
December.  Looking ahead to 

January 22nd the club will review “Orhan’s 
Inheritance” by Aline Ohanesian.  “A book 
with a mission, giving voice to history’s    
silent victims” the New York Times Book 
Review’s. 
Westminster Book Club meets at 10:30 a.m. 
in Boulder Hall.  Visitors are always           
welcome!  For info e-mail Dolores Byrnes, 
winbyrn@comcast.net or call 503-364-
6646. 

Charity Circle Meeting 

December 17th 
The Circle will meet at Danny’s on the 
Green at 12 noon, December 17th for 
lunch and fellowship! Members are 

asked to call Rebecca Duske, 503-399-
8977 or e to dnrdusek@hotmail.com 

for reservations. 
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ADVENT CRAFT—THANK YOU! 
         A big thanks to everyone who gave time or supplies to make our        
Advent Craft Event a success! Nearly 50 graham cracker houses were 
decorated this year, and hundreds of other ornaments and crafts were 
made. More important were the smiles on the kids’ faces, the family 
bonding opportunity, and the outreach to our community. None of this could happen 
without our volunteers, so thank you! 

RETIREMENT  
RECOGNITION 

 

      In January the Family 
Ministries Committee will 

once again be recognizing those  
individuals who have retired within the last 

year or who will be retiring at the very  
beginning of 2020.  If you retired during 
2019 or will retire by January of 2020, or 
know someone in our church who has  

retired, please contact Rachelle Hughes or 
Krisha Horn.   

"Many thanks go to the Westminster family for 
your support for our Refugee neighbors,       
allowing Boulder Hall to be the site for the 
third annual Thanksgiving Potluck to give our 
refugees and the volunteers who partner with 
them as they settle in to their life here.  It has 
proven to be a lovely celebration of the new 
life they are forging here 
in our part of the world.    
And a big thank you to 
Terry and Betty Fennell 
for their generous book  
donation, making it     
possible for every child 
who came to the event, 
to take home a picture book."    

mailto:winbyrn@comcast.net


 

 

CHRISTMAS DECORATING —  THANK YOU 
Thanks to the outstanding generosity of our congregation, we     

succeeded in decking the halls of Westminster this year!  Special thanks to:  Sue Morris for her 
beautiful design and hours of hard work; Jack Dean, Dwane Brenneman, the SOS Clippers and 
Peggy & Terry Klein who donated spectacular trees to the effort; the Building and Grounds 
team, who set up the huge trees, lit the exterior and provided infrastructure; the dedicated   
volunteers who showed up on Black Friday and decorated for hours; and everyone else who 
contributed ornaments, lights and decorations.  May these decorations bless our congregation 
for many years to come!  Merry Christmas to all!      - Jean Severson 
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Christmas Pageant!! 
 

REHEARSALS:   
Friday, December 20 at 5:30 PM  and  

Sunday, December 22 at 9:45 AM 
 

PERFORMANCE:   
Sunday, December 22 at 4:00 PM 

  EMMY
© NOMINATED MARCO PANUCCIO BRINGS  

“O HOLY NIGHT - A CLASSICAL CHRISTMAS”  
TO WESTMINSTER 

“A voice of astonishing lyric beauty”   - Opera News 
 

 On the evening of December 19th, Westminster will turn into a con-

cert hall - one night only - as tenor Marco Panuccio performs his one-man 

concert “O Holy Night: A Classical Christmas.”  The concert is curated to 

evoke memories and feelings of hope and joy during the festive season. The 

program includes traditional holiday classics such as “I Wonder As I Wander,” “O Holy Night,” 

and “I’ll Be Home For Christmas.”   

 General Admission tickets are $25, and can be purchased at the door, or on-line at: 

marcopanuccio.com/performances.  

 

 

 

Sat., Dec. 21 

 7:00 PM Youth Alumni Christmas Party 

Sun., Dec. 15 
  8:15 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 
  9:45 AM Pageant Rehearsal 
  9:45 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
11:00 AM Youth Christmas Party 
11:15 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

Mon., Dec. 16 
10:00 AM Library Staff 

Wed., Dec. 18 
  8:00 AM WBS @ Westminster 
10:00 AM Bibl Stdy at Chlanda's 

  7:00 PM Session 

  7:00 PM Scout Troop # 108 
  7:30 PM Live 4 Today (N.A.) 

Tue., Dec. 17 
10:30 AM Pastor's Bble Stdy 

12:00 PM S. Salem Connects 

12:00 PM PEO Christmas 
  4:15 PM Staff Meeting 
  5:00 PM Bells 
  7:00 PM Men's Night Out 

  7:00 PM Yoga 

Thurs., Dec. 19 
  9:00 AM Newcomers 
  9:30 AM Tea with Jesus 
  5:30 PM Mission Peace E/J 
  5:30 PM Praise Team 
  6:00 PM Girl Scouts 
  6:00 PM Venturing Crew 
  7:30 PM Marco Panuccio Christmas Concert 

Fri., Dec. 20 

  5:30 PM Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 

  6:00 PM Staff Christmas Party 

WESTPRES CALENDAR 
Sun., December 22 
  8:15 AM TRADITIONAL WORSHIP 

  9:00 AM  Bill & Donna Grupe’s 65th Anniversary 

                  Reception 
  9:45 AM Christmas Pageant Rehearsal 
  9:45 AM CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP 
10:45 AM Children's Choirs 
11:15 AM WORSHIP SERVICE 

  4:00 PM Christmas Pageant 

Mon., December 23 
10:00 AM Library Staff 

Wed., December 25 
  CHRISTMAS DAY — MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Thurs., December 26 
  OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Fri., December 27 
  

Sat., December 28 
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Tue., December 24 
  CHRISTMAS EVE 

  5:00 PM  Family / Intergenerational Service 

  7:00 PM  Contemporary Service 

  9:00 PM  Festival Worship & Candlelight Service 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH - 9:45 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Celebrate the Christmas season at one 
blended service  at 9:45. We will join   

together in worship & song, followed by 
coffee hour in Boulder Hall.  

A VISIT FROM THE MORRIS MISSIONARIES  -   January 12th  
Mark and Jennifer (Harris) Morris, missionaries in the Amazon jungle, will 
be visiting  Westminster on Sunday, January 12 at the 8:15 a.m. service.  You 
are invited to hear a brief update of their ministry at the beginning of the 
service and then fellowship with Mark and Jennifer in the Narthex following 

the service.  Jennifer attended Westminster as a child and is always 
happy to reconnect with her church family!  Their website is:   
       http://www.JungleMinistry.org 

BILL & DONNA GRUPE 
CELEBRATE 65 YEARS    

TOGETHER 
       

On December 22nd  
 following the 8:15 service, join Bill 

and Donna and their family in 
Boulder Hall to help celebrate 
their 65th ‘sapphire’  wedding  

anniversary! Cake and coffee will 
be served.  

Liana, Jennifer, Mark & Silas Morris 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Mark your calendars— the Annual Congregational Meeting will be 
held on Sunday, January 26th at 12:00 Noon.  

 DECEMBER 29TH -  A 5TH SUNDAY 
  As is our tradition, we will be collecting donations for ARCHES, specifically their Warming Center. We 
are asking for donations of pre-packaged foods such as cup-o-noodles and ramen, as well as:   

• Black Trash Bags w/ 
Ties 

• Travel-Size Hygiene 
Products 

• Gloves 

• Disinfecting Wipes 
• Coffee (Regular & 

Decaf) 
• Beanies 
• Single Pack Wipes 

• Scarves 
• Underwear (all sizes) 
• Hot Chocolate 
• Sleeping Bags 
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LOOKING FORWARD TO 2020 

2020 is going to be a busy year at   
Westminster. Most notably, for the first time in nearly 25 
years we will install a new pastor! That is a momentous 

occasion, and one that affects every member of  
WestPres. Here are other events and activities you’ll 

want to know about. 

 
 
 

 

 

January 3:  Pizza & Game Night @ 6:00 PM—everybody’s welcome!   

January 26:  Annual Congregational Meeting, 12:00 Noon 

February 1:  Annual Adult Education Saturday Experience, 10am-2pm 

February 2:  Youth Giving Wall returns 

February 2:  WestPres kids will lead the 9:45 service 

February 16-23: The first IHN of 2020  

March 29:  5th Sunday, Blended Service at 9:45 AM 

April 11:  Easter Egg Hunt 

April 12:  Easter Sunday 

April 17-18:  Youth Rummage Sale 

April 24-26:  Women’s Retreat in Lincoln City 

The Staff of Westminster wishes everyone a 
Happy and Blessed New Year 

http://www.jungleministry.org/


 

 

Please REMEMBER IN your PRAYERS 

 

Our Love and Prayers go out for:  

 Elizabeth Bennett, who is struggling with a heart condition 
 Dick & Linda Stephens, who both have ongoing health issues. 
 

Continue to Remember: 
Cynthia Currin, Eleanor Embick, Tim Holsten, Bill Hruska, Duff Kannier, Mark Lawrence 
Mather’s great-grandson, John Trigg, James Pratt and his parents 
Daphine Russell (age 7), grandniece of Cindi & Bruce Chinnock, is slowly improving 
Sue O’Leary, friend of Ben & Bev Silveira, who has cancer 
Sally Jacklin’s daughter, Carrie, who’s being treated for MRSA 
Sally Jacklin’s son-in-law, Joe Huntington, who’s in treatment for brain cancer 
Barbara Friday’s mother, Patricia Schlundt, who suffers with medical and mental health problems  
Brian Foote, friend of Sandy & Bill Albright, who was recently diagnosed with leukemia 
Christine Speak’s brother-in-law, Jim O’Brien, who is undergoing radiation and chemo for throat cancer. 
Rodger Clawson’s son-in-law, Scott Hollis, who has heart disease & liver cancer, and is awaiting transplants for 
both his heart and liver. 
Grubby & Laurie Haines friend, Betsy Steinberg, who is undergoing cancer treatment. 
Grubby & Laurie Haines’ son, Jesse, who has complications from cancer treatment. 
Claudia Ingham’s brother, who is hospitalized with heart failure, and Claudia as she supports him. 
Bev Mayhew’s mother, who has stage 4 lung cancer and is in decline. 
Jennifer Russell, niece of Cindi & Bruce Chinnock, who has uncurable stage 4 cancer, and will soon be in hospice.  
Kathleen Knauss’ nephew, Tal, who is in hospice.  
Betsy Swanson, who is dealing with a very difficult living situation 
Alicia Bonesteel, who is healing from a broken elbow and a hip problem. 
Rachelle Hughes’ daughter’s student, Ross, who was recently diagnosed with cancer and is not doing well.  

Bob Hershey 
Peggy Hershey 
Jean Christian 
Bob Ohmart 
Dianne Johnson 
Chris Speak 

Sonya Olsen-
Hasek 
Rosamund Irwin 
John Dalen 
Sara Morgan 
Ralph Morgan 

Dianne Greenlee 
Marcia Poehler 
Jim Randle 
Pat Randle 
Ken Archibald 
Jackie Archibald 

Jim Booth 
Sandy Booth 
Nancy Crawford 
Arlene Pate 
Jim Pate 
Coralee Turner 

              THANK YOU TO NOVEMBER USHERS 
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Printing:  Carol Huber, Peggy Hershey, Arlis 

Shellman, Sue Ray & Lynnea Lyman 
 

Distribution:  Kenn & Nancy Battaile,         

Bev Hunt, Jean Christian, Sue & Jay Morris and  

Mary Von Schimmelmann 
 

Mail Coordinator:  Kenn Battaile  

 

The deadline for submission of articles for 

the next Boulder Knoll Scroll is Monday,  

January 6th @ 8:00 AM. Publication is  

typically every other week. Articles may be 

submitted directly to the church office or by 

email to:  

jean@salemwestpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Do you need a ride to church? Are you  

available to provide a ride so someone 

can attend church services?  The Ride 

to Church program would be happy to 

assist connecting those needing rides 

with those who are available to drive. 

Contact:  

Sharon White (503) 930-2561  or 

Scott Butterfield (503) 559-5794 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH E-MAIL:   

 office@salemwestpres.org 
 

Interim/Transitional Pastor:   

 Rev. Lorne Bostwick 

 pastor@salemwestpres.org 

Music Director: Dr. Jeffrey Larkin 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Praise Team: Ariana Recher 

 music@salemwestpres.org 

Dir. of Adult & Family Ministries: Krisha Horn 

 krisha@salemwestpres.org 

Education Admin. Asst.: Katy Tillotson 
 wpkids@salemwestpres.org 

Youth Director:  Vik Schaaf 

 vik@salemwestpres.org 

Financial Secretary:  Dianna Calvert 

 dianna@salemwestpres.org 

Office Manager:  Jean Severson 

 jean@salemwestpres.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:  

8:30am -12:00pm & 1:00pm - 5:00pm 
 

Friday:  

8:30am-12:00pm & 12:30pm - 2:00pm 

 

Phone:  503-364-3327 

 

Web Site:  www.salemwestpres.org 
 

facebook:  https:www.facebook.com/

Salem.Westminster.Presbyterian/ 

THE  

OFFICE 

THE  

NEWSLETTER 
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